PORVOO COMMUNION OF CHURCHES INTER-FAITH CONSULTATION

1-4 DECEMBER 2008 

EDINBURGH

Seven of the fourteen nations in the Porvoo Communion sent both a church spokesperson and a representative from their Muslim community to look at how we could build a common home in Europe

The group heard about the groundbreaking agreement on conversion and “ethical” mission between the Church of Norway and the Islamic Council of Norway.  

From the Swedish context, the Uppsala Interfaith Climate Manifesto 2008 showed the important lead role the faith communities can take in speaking to a society which has still to discover that for fulfilment people do not need to indulge in unbridled consumption.  

Likewise, when religions clash, as in Denmark over the cartoon controversy, wise leadership is needed to steer communities away from alienation and towards a recognition that we inhabit a common home. Pastor James Wuye and Imam Muhammud Ashafa, as guests of the conference, also spoke movingly of their work over many years trying to avert violence between the Christian and Muslim communities in Nigeria.

News was shared from Wales, Iceland, Finland and Ireland and as hosts the Scottish Episcopal Church spoke of the benign climate in Scotland for interfaith work, where governments of different persuasion have actively pursued inclusion through the ‘One Scotland’ campaign. Fergus Ewing, Minister for Community Safety in the Scottish Government had sent a message of support.

The Scottish Episcopal Church is actively working to support interfaith work at national and local level convinced that interfaith encounter deepens one’s own faith, whatever it is, and contributes to social cohesion, as set out in its booklet from the Grosvenor Essay series entitled ‘The Interfaith Encounter’.
 

Modern societies face complex issues of the relationships between faith communities and between faith communities and the state.   Sometimes there are clashing freedoms between religious sensibilities and artistic freedom and freedom of expression.  This Porvoo conference on interfaith relations took the innovative step of including people from other faiths to look at these issues.  

Recommendation for the Porvoo Contact Group meeting October 2009

That there should be a Porvoo inter-faith consultation no less than every three years and, if possible, members of other faiths should be involved.

